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Mindszenty, Joseph Cardinal. Cardinal Mindszenty 
Speaks. Longmans. May 25, 1949. 234p. $2.50. 


December 27, 1948, the Hungarian Communist Gov- 
ernment arrested Cardinal Joseph Mindszenty, Archbishop 
Esztergom, and overnight became world figure. 
Enlightened people all free nations began ask who 
was valiant prelate whom the Communists feared 
much that they imprisoned him. Outside his native 
land very little was known about him personally about 
the battle had waged for religious freedom. This in- 
domitable churchman had seen the handwriting the 
wall and before the fatal day had gathered together 
dossier which would present his case all fair-minded 
men. 


February the Thomas Verlag Zurich, Switzerland, 
had already published these documents German. They 
created sensation and English translation was 
progress. The American publishers have had the good 
fortune obtain the original Hungarian documents which 
Cardinal Mindszenty had removed from his archives and 
thus the book has been entirely authenticated. addi- 
tion the American edition contains introduction 
Akos Zombory, well-known Hungarian author, who gives 
interesting account modern Hungarian history, the 
position the various churches Hungarian life and the 
essential facts the cardinal’s life. 


But the documents themselves that give the book its 
vital importance. The first group illustrates how the 
Catholic Church Hungary opposed National Socialism 
and how the bishops and religious sheltered and protected 
the Jews. For his opposition the Nazis Mindszenty, 


then Bishop suffered his first imprisonment. 
Then follows series pastoral letters, radio addresses, 


Copyright, 1949 


June 15, 1949 
Scranton 


newspaper articles counseling the faithful post-war 
conditions. 

this time Mindszenty was the primate Hungary 
and his first pastoral letter exhorts his flock partici- 
pate the national elections. not enter into 
strife between parties. are satisfied put clearly 
before you the principles justice and duty, that each 
one may decide according his conscience.” The result 
was overwhelming victory for the democratic Small 
Holders’ Party. 

The Communists, however, had the support the oc- 
cupying Russian army; and what they could not obtain 
legal election they set out procure treachery 
and deceit. Campaigns were inaugurated against Catholic 
schools and the cardinal primate proved himself 
doughty champion Catholic education has ever 
lived. American Catholics will encouraged reading 
his praise our parochial school system where democratic 
freedom has always been fundamental principle. 


The Hungarian Church favored democracy—the will 
the people—but protested vigorously against that demo- 
cratic “freedom speech” which insisted that any opinion 
differing from the official one was silenced. did 
not take Cardinal Mindszenty long recognize Commu- 
nist “democracy” for the tyranny that actually is. 


When Prime Minister Ferenc Nagy the Small Holders’ 
Party was forced resign Soviet note May 28, 
1947, the Catholic Church remained the sole organized 
opposition Communism. Cardinal Mindszenty was the 
intrepid spokesman for the Church. The other bishops 
stood solidly behind him their pastoral letters bear 
witness. The Communists soon came realize that this 
one churchman could defeat their whole program and 


they employed every diabolical form propaganda 
besmirch his name and thus discredit him. his public 
addresses and letters the primate answered these calum- 
nies point point and held the Communist lies 
public scorn. speeches Cardinal Mindszenty 
are devastating their effectiveness and how they must 
have exasperated the party officials! 


This book then not theoretical refutation Commu- 
nist philosophy; rather one man’s practical answer 
the Communist reign terror that has swept Eastern 
Europe before it. the Athanasius the 
twentieth century and his papers read historical 
documents when dead Arianism. 
Catholics ought proud that cardinal has defied 
tyranny our own time and that the police approached 
his residence had the fortitude write: have par- 
taken conspiracy whatsoever. shall not resign 
episcopal see. shall not make any confession. If, how- 
ever, despite this you should read that confessed that 
resigned, and even see authenticated signature 
thereto, regard that merely the consequence human 
frailty; and advance declare such acts null and void.” 


While Cardinal Mindszenty languishes prison, let not 
his memory forgotten but enkindle his spirit your 
souls reading these impressive documents. 


Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, 


Davies, Valentine. Happens Every Spring. Farrar, 
Straus. June 14, 1949. 224p. $2.50. 


The author The Miracle 34th Street has given 
another taste the same fantasy that made The Miracle 
popular. this case, young Ph.D. candidate who 
turns miraculously into big league pitching star. Vernon 
Simpson, our hero, working biophobic that will 
immunize wood against termites. serious, applied, 
thorough, competent, scholarly, but every spring hap- 
pens that while waging entomological war wood de- 
stroyers, Vernon himself undone the bite the 
national baseball bug. stray sport-page, the sudden 
voice broadcaster, the crack ball bat, anything 
baseball suffices throw him into trance that makes 
him forget class, forget himself, forget even Deborah 
Greenleaf, the President’s daughter, and the prom 
which has promised take her. 


his lucid spring moments, Vernon really appreciates 
the charms Deborah and wants right her. So, 
with marriage mind, rushes along his experiments 
order hasten the wedding. Disaster crashes through 
the lab window the shape baseball. The whole 
complexity retorts, agents and reagents destroyed. 
looks like the end everything for Vernon and Deborah 
when, the process cleaning up, Vernon discovers 
that the liquid residue the crash makes baseball react 
violently away from wood. This it. 


Vernon verifies the reaction many experiments, packs 
and disappears from the campus. then sells him- 
self incognito St. Louis and pitches them world 
series victory. 


When the book ends—happily course—Deborah and 
mother Greenleaf are dashing about preparing wedding 


Mindszenty Davies Morley 


and hoping. 


This good hammock reading, relaxing, recommended tol 
anyone who likes baseball, whimsy, humor. 


Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York City 
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Morley, Christopher. The Man Who Made Friend 
Himself. Doubleday. June 13, 1949. 
3.00. 


This is, supposedly, mysterious manuscript left under 
seal literary agent’s safe mystifying Stranger, and 
when opened, just before the holocaust 
ishes, found consist the seven word title, and 
pages blank paper. Unfortunately, these 275 pages 
not so. And the dilemma is: Has Mr. Morley his tongue 
off spit our face. has gone the way flesh? 
And then merely showing bare feet odorous 
sad evidence his senescence. 


First—personally telling here the interior and 
ban life “author’s representative” named Richard 
man (formerly “Toulemonde”, oh, ravaged humanitarian 
symbolism!), whose life one jure but non facto 
celibacy, beset over fifty years age, weakness for 
sophomoric rhyming, knitting, gin, introspection, and 
erudite quotations (neatly tagged for any fool see). 
His business and bed, (almost said bed better) 
partner female psychiatrist, lissom, luxurious and 
lenient, also given quoting and esoteric allusions, 
named (symbol cymballic!) Zoe Else. So, 
and “All Other ((The double question mark 
part their so-endearing code.) 


Mr. Tolman’s obsession that constantly seeing 
man who persistently avoids him, one tipsy evening, 
and turns out his “other patent 
phrenia, whom Tolman thinks slays with shovel 
sandpile burial. But course That Man will not 
put away. haunts him, from time time, even 
convenient taxi-driver. 


Much this too-muchness happens during the months 
sultry summer vacation prescribed for her patsy by| 
psyche-kick, Zoe. Several other ought-to-be interesting 
characters come and go, most frequent whom are 
mammal Mealie, who keeps casual house and cooks 
Tolman his bachelor cottage Long Island 
whimsically dubbed Wending Ways, because its 
involuted roads; and the Cullens, Sharpless and Betty, 
grandparentish, mildly frustratedish, alcoholish 
osophishy; with off-stage noises swishy poet-client. 


all very self-consciously sophisticated, and sad 
see what seems the decline into senility 
writer remember most happily author Parnassus 
Wheels, and several volumes light essays. How 
else explain the recurrent lapses from good taste this 
twilight-of-life novel which has been, must suppose, 
six years difference, subtle but 
sure, between the satiric and the satyrish. Mr. Morley 
should know it, but seems have forgotten it. shall 
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Deasy, Mary. Cannon Hill. Atlantic-Little, Brown. 
June 15, 1949. 310p. $3.00. 


Cannon Hill suburb city very much like Cin- 
cinnati, and one its landmarks, the first decades 
this century, was the Cannon House. After the decline 
the family fortunes, Rhoda Beauchamp operated the 
old place boarding house. Robert Brand and his 
daughter, Bronwen, came the house live. Rhoda, 
almost middle-aged and spinster, became interested 
Brand’s struggle work factory day and complete 
high school night. her assistance able 
succeed and medical school. During these years 
struggle, Bronwen outgrows her youthful friendship 
for Sam Beauchamp and, during the World War, elopes 
with aviator. His sudden death France leaves her 
early widow. 


Sam, too has served the war. Remaining Europe 
work farm for two years afterwards, finally re- 


turns his home find his father Micawberish but 


pathetic failure, his friend Brand “society” doctor (after 
many rebuffs from the ordinary people the city) and 
Bronwen strangely disturbed and disconsolate young 
woman. 


Sam’s success persuading Bronwen marry and settle 
with him farm, and Brand’s decision forsake his 
compromised position physician for the sake enter- 
ing general practice mining town are the culminating 
incidents this group study. 


Set forth summary, the plot Cannon Hill bare, 
but enriched logical development and valid moti- 
vation even the least important characters. The author 
has the ability work much the way conflicting 
action into frame small compass, while the figures 
those who appear only the background are impressively 
outlined. 


definite, probably deliberate resemblance the Law- 
rence Sons and Lovers and The Rainbow cannot pass 
unnoticed. Cannon Hill the relationships the char- 
acters are conceived the Lawrence theory magnetic 
attraction and repulsion, expressed rarely words but 
almost entirely the atmosphere personal encounters. 
may also said that, this respect, Mrs. Deasy 
more convincing than the exemplor providing feeling 
substantiality and validity these affirmities. 


The faults Cannon Hill are minor. Taken whole, 
well modulated and low-pitched creation. will 
not appeal lovers high romance, but one content 
with careful worked out story human relationships, 
having verisimilitude and conviction, will find satis- 
fying. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Carroll, Sister Mary Consolata. Hear Heart. 
Farrar, Straus. June 15, 1949. 338p. $3.00. 


Here continuation Viola Farrell’s story which was 
begun Pray Love Remember. 


The new book recalls 


Deasey Carroll Hackett 


her life from the sixth grade the time she entered the 
Sisters Mercy Order, after four-year teaching job 
their school North Plainfield, Early chapters are 
concerned with the trivia grade and high school days, 
the lessons, parties, entertainments, “boy friends” and her 
mother’s marriage hopes for her. Pratt Institute and 
home economics course make brief introduction the 
life Mount Saint Mary’s College, which turn 
preliminary her religious life. 


There are dates this fictional autobiography. When 
memory serves, the reader can identify period refer- 
ences popular shows, current dress styles, songs and 
dances the day. Otherwise, must count back from 
the 1948 date which the Mistress Novices tells her 
postulants will mark their silver jubilee. 


pleasant account, wholesome and always natural 
dialogue and action but not sparkling the earlier 
book. The episodes not stand alone, apart from in- 
terest the nun herself, they Life with Father 
whose tradition the book written. And they 
the earlier book, where the move into the duplicate 
house, mother’s new hat, Viola’s piano lessons, “spoon- 
ready” and the runaway funeral hack, are substantial 
enough their story quality interesting them- 
selves. Not until reach the girl’s awakening her 
vocation does interest quicken this later work. And 
even here there soul searching, profundity—only 
the pleasant, facile account one might read old letters 
enjoy reminiscent conversation. 


The quarter-century backward look has thrown haze 
idealization around childhood and adolescence, course. 
While childish fears and triumphs are related due pro- 
portion, the world Viola Farrell was safe, comfortable 
and happy one. The tears which flow until the reader 
thinks Alice Wonderland’s pond are only the 
catharsis childhood, and the reader takes them more 
seriously. Her book shows that “Viola Farrell” must have 
been happy, lively, well-liked girl, and the chances are 
good that the same adjectives apply Sr. Consolata now. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Hackett, Alice Payne. Wellesley—Part the Ameri- 
can Story. Dutton. June 1949. 320p. $5.00. 


driving force not turbine but elusive, intangible 
something called spirit. Miss Mrs. not sure) 
Hackett has done commendable job. That sounds like 
damning with faint praise but not meant that way. 
This history Wellesley interesting and readable 
book but this reviewer feels that could have been done 
better. Fortunately not part reviewer’s task 
explain just how that could accomplished. Torn be- 
tween desire hold the volume moderate size and 
wish include all the famed and unfamed women (and 
men) who have made Wellesley what is, the author 
times enumerates names and achievements almost like 
Homer’s Catalogue Ships. And submit that such 
Catalogue not too interesting—even one who loves 
Homer. 


' 


The story the two founders the college, Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Durant, really fascinating. When Mr. Durant 
got religion, took and Wellesley monument its 
adhesive power with him. had his contradictions and 
his idiosyncrasies but his aim was clear for Article One, 
Section Two the original Statutes the College states: 
“The College was founded for the glory God and the 
service the Lord Jesus Jesuit would 
subscribe that formula for any college. How this aim 
was achieved interesting question. fear that the 
passage years has somewhat dimmed the lustre this 
holy purpose. Perhaps enforced “silent times” com- 
pulsory Chapel attendance are not the essence re- 
ligion—and the original Sunday time order Wellesley 
with two two Church services, Bible 
Class and prayer meeting may sound like too much 
good without being cavalier one might say 
‘that the pendulum has swung too far the other way. 


Apparently the author would class herself liberal. 
Ah, for agreed and accurate definition that little 
word! Perhaps chronicler should not voice opinions 
express views. But even liberal ought know now 
that the American Student Union was not “an intercol- 
legiate organization liberal groups”. was simply 
Communist-front organization. That criticism may seem 
picayune but the above quotation sort epitomizes the 
author’s love for the land non-committal. There one 
deviation from this sitting the fence and that deviation 
implication that seems latent many passages 
the book. Perhaps not real deviation but simply 
part the liberal (?) creed that all change good and all 
new customs are grand. Wellesley certainly has moved 
far away from the day when Latin was required subject. 
wonder would every real lover Wellesley claim that 
every change has been for the better. Possibly people 
the 19th century actually led happy lives. 


But this should review and not disquisition edu- 
cation. The book gives good picture Wellesley, “The 
College Beautiful”. admirable simplicity re- 
counts the great change educational opportunities for 
women from that distant day when Henry Durant with 
real courage and true vision built his Wellesley Female 
Seminary and staffed with all-woman faculty. Every 
Alumna will read this book with pride 
Even non-Alumna will find interesting and true bit 
Americana. Unquestionably can recommended 
all. And all might learn from Wellesley’s Great Fire 
and the subsequent years that Alumnae can prove their 
gratitude perhaps more tangibly than Alumni. These 
girls yesteryear certainly loved their college 


proved it. 
John Lenny, 
Scranton Preparatory School 


Clark, Walter Van Tilburg. The Track the Cat. 


Random House. June 1949. 404p. $3.50. 


Stylistically and structurally, this one the better 
novels 1949. Viewed simply story, has fascinat- 
ing power; its overtones are tantalizing the philosophi- 
cally—or psychologically—minded puzzler. 

There are only double handful people the story; 
and the scene set lonely mountain-rimmed Western 
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valley perhaps Colorado Nevada—where 
Bridges’ ranch-house and outbuildings are the only 
habitation. The Bridges family consists the father, 
mother; three sons, Arthur, Curt, Harold; and one daugh 
ter, Grace. Visiting them Harold’s “intended”, 
haired daughter Welsh family from the next valley 
Gwen Williams. The only ranch hand aged 
Indian, Joe Sam. The other characters are the 
animals and, course, the Cat the title, 
mountain lion. The time the story covers little 
than week during unexpectedly early and heaw 
snowstorm October. 


Arthur, the oldest the Bridges’ sons, wakes from 
dream foreboding hear faintly the early morning 
winds the scream steers the head the valley. Cur 
and Harold are wakened and they, too, hear the screams 
the snow-laden dark. Joe Sam had always been 
the “black painter” which roamed kill the 
snowfall. was, would insist, large horse, 
you could see through it; bullet would kill 
was the end all was fear death and death 
itself. Arthur, too, they thought, half-believed the 
thing. humored Joe Sam, and Joe Sam worshipped| 
him. But this year the snow had come before Arthur had 
finished carving the little wooden figure crouching 
cat which Joe Sam had always used “medicine” agains 
the prodigious prowler. 
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again into the mountains. But eludes their first family, 
and Curt returns the ranch house for supplies for ents 
two three day hunt, leaving Arthur watch the} nary unc 
morning snows. While gone, Arthur finds the nating 
the cat, but surprises him with leap from their acc 
head ledge, and when Curt returns the hunt, ward Kir 
his brother dead broken neck. Curt, the scoffer share 
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The dead body greeted with deep sorrow and grief 
Grace, and the mother, who embittered and 
what self-righteous Bible-reader. The father, usual 
moments stress, takes refuge whiskey; the burden 
the torment aroused the home this death falls upon 
Harold and Gwen, and threatens for time drive them! 
apart. Meanwhile, Joe Sam seems the verge 
murderous madness. 


Curt, the mountains, trapped heavier 
storm; and his third night out, driven his death| 
his fear the cat and his fatigue. running from 
what thinks the omnipresent threat the Cat, he| 
falls his death over cliff almost sight home. 


This bare outline does justice the tension and sus 
pense created and sustained the author’s skillful piling 
small details. paints, carefully applied strokes 
word color, scene and struggle that almost 
tinually three-dimensional, and times eerily suggestive 
fourth dimension. The Track the Cat much 
drama novel and should prove rewarding the 
discriminating reader who savors the taste superior writ 
ing. Mr. Clark, you did not know, the man 
wrote The Bow Incident and The City Trembling 
Leaves. That itself may recommendation 
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31, 1949. 508p. $3.50. 


Hunter’s Horn probes beneath the surface discover 


motives, one man’s intention fulfill vow, and 


1”, 


effects, the lives several others are moulded the 
pattern that its completion creates. 


The author has intimate knowledge life the Ken- 
tucky hills and writes authoritatively Nunn Ballew, his 
wife Milly, their four children, their fox hounds and their 
poverty one the neglected farms Little 
Smokey Creek settlement. Some the hill 
pered industrious attention the cultivation their 
crops; the laziness others was mirrored their scrawny 
but all had one enemy common, fox—King 
Devil, Nunn had christened him. was his determi- 
nation hole the red terror the district that made 
Nunn sacrifice the needs his family the ownership 
and upkeep first, Zing, the best hound for miles around, 
and later, when King Devil had run him death, Sam 
and Vinie, pedigreed pups who eventually helped Nunn 
achieve his goal. 


Nunn’s way was excuse himself and blame the great 
red fox for the misfortunes that befell him. The reader 
follows uncomplicated plot Ballew sells part his 
stock each spring, purchases bolt cloth, shoes, perhaps 
pounds sugar and, always, more dog food than 
afford. Sometimes buys credit; once accom- 
plish the dual necessity feeding his hounds and his 
family, Ballew resorts moonshining. Milly, whose tal- 
ents the stove and the sewing machine surpass ordi- 


nary understanding, inwardly rebels against the procrasti- 
the nating spirit her husband, but she loves the dogs and 
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their accomplishments and understands Nunn’s feeling to- 
ward King Devil. The older children, Suse and Lee Roy, 
share her attitude point but, when Nunn off the 
hunt and Lee Roy must plow the fields, when Suse can- 
not attend high school through lack clothing, they lose 
respect for their father. 

Nunn’s battle against the fox claims many innocent 
victim its progress. After the loss the wise and lov- 
ing Zing, Milly had been forced part with Lizzie, her 
favorite milker, enable Nunn buy his successors, Sam 
and Vinie; easy-going Old Andrew could trace the loss 
his teaching post the county school where managed 
impart knowledge suggestion and grunt directly 
Nunn’s preoccupation with the hunt. Nunn was his 
own victim put off “salvation” until the fox was 
caught. The downfall Suse result her father’s 
neglect clothe, educate and acknowledge her needs 
came about when the chase was its peak. Nunn’s 
knowledge this coincides with his disposal the 
hounds and final resolution devote himself entirely 
his family. 

the capture the animal, small vixen, the import- 
ance his purpose seems equally small and out pro- 
portion King Devil’s imagined size. “He allus seemed 
big somehow—bigger lots times than anything else 
the world.” King Devil could symbolize any number 
the individual mirages coincident with man’s pursuit 
happiness, but whatever the interpretation, its value may 
similarly assessed. 

Mrs. Arnow’s characters develop from immense pity 
and understanding humanity. The author knows 


hounds and their ways; she brings animal life and natural 


Arnow Hollingshead 


beauty alive for the reader. Her use the hill vernacular 
keeps her subject vividly mind all times. 

However, throughout the whole book naturalism predomi- 
nates she describes character and event with the “rich 
earthy humor and affection” mentioned the jacket. 
The language filthy, often obscene, nearly always irrev- 
erent, and certainly not fit for human consumption. 
times the vulgarities are contrived the utmost, though 
immorality not condoned. all, Hunter’s Horn can- 
not recommended for general reading, but may 
interest the student interested what times becomes 
skilled narrative form Mrs. Arnow tells the cruelties 
man against man, and man against beast with spine- 
chilling effect. The story ends despairing note 
Nunn remarks Rans Cramer who has just been “saved” 
and reads his Bible the children Israel route 
the Promised Land: wonder if’n ones that got there 
ever thought about them that died way.” 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Hollingshead, August Elmtown’s Youth; the Im- 
pact Social Classes Adolescents. John Wiley 
Sons. May 27, 1949. 480p. $5.00. 

Recently sociologists have been giving good deal atten- 
tion the role social class American life. Dr. 
Hollingshead’s volume throws light specific problem 
within this area. studied “typical Middle Western 
community” consisting center population, disguised 
under the name “Elmtown” the book, with about 
6,200 inhabitants and its surrounding rural territory with 
about 3,800 more. The study was limited “adolescents”, 
that is, boys and girls high-school age, whether they 
were actually attending school not. There were 752 
children this category, whom were eliminated for 
various reasons. The remaining 735 formed the basis 
the study. 

Dr. Hollingshead found that the citizens Elmtown were 
very conscious the existence social classes. least 
implicitly, they recognized five distinct socio-economic 
strata. one may permitted oversimplify the matter 
somewhat, the five strata may designated follows: 
(1) owners large businesses large estates, plus few 
independent professionals, (2) the general business and 
professional class, (3) the balance the white-collar 
workers and farm owners, (4) skilled workmen and tenant 
farmers, (5) semiskilled and unskilled workmen and the 
unemployed. The chief problem the study was find 
how the social behavior adolescents was related their 
position this class structure. 


Dr. Hollingshead attempted make his report readable 
possible and directed “to the intelligent general reader 
rather than the specialist”. this attempt has been 
only partly successful. writes decidedly heavy 
professorial style, his paragraphs groan under accumu- 
lation details, and does not succeed throwing his 
essential points into proper relief. lacks the touch 
which made the Lynds’ Middletown, for example, wide- 
read book. Those, however, who are able read the 
book from cover cover will rewarded gaining 
very valuable insight into exceedingly important aspect 
American life. 


Even adolescents, the members the higher social 
classes enjoy privileged position Elmtown. The high 


school organized and managed for their benefit, rather 
than for the benefit the submerged majority. Upper- 
class children receive preferential treatment all along the 
line; even their breaches discipline are passed over 
lightly. Lower-class children suffered from the snobbish- 
ness teachers and classmates alike and they tend 
drop out school soon possible. When leaves 
school, the type job open child depends, again, 
very laregly his class origin. Even the churches, 
class lines are drawn with some rigidity. 


The formal structure American democracy does not 
recognize social class. legal theory all men are equal 
before the law. The public schools are intended 
open all children the same basis. common 
boast that our free economic system any individual can 
rise position wealth and authority through intelli- 
gence and hard work. Dr. Hollingshead’s study, and 
others like it, have shown all too clearly that this demo- 
cratic theory defeated practice elaborate system 
class controls, the very existence which are most 
reluctant admit. course nearly all Americans realize 
least vaguely that there class system this country; 
but probably not one thousand understands how per- 
vasive is. Actually, the class barriers which hedge 
the poor and keep them from attaining decent level 
living are very high and very hard surmount. you 
this, might good idea read Elmtown’s 
Youth. 


Harrison, Charles Yale. Thank God for Heart 
Attack. Holt. May 16, 1949. 144p. $2.50. 


book the uses adversity can profitable thing 
for reader and writer alike. When author his own 
right tells the personal history coronary thrombosis, 
the end result will not only interesting but instructive. 
with Charles Yale Harrison’s simple, forthright 
description critical heart attack and his recuperation 
therefrom. 


All the forces that were brought bear upon his case are 
related with the novelist’s pen and the author’s inward 
eye. Organic symptoms, psychosomatic medicine, even 
psychoanalysis, the whole complexus physical and psy- 
chogenetic circumstances attending his illness have mean- 
ing for the author, but their reference extends beyond the 
solitary patient his bed. And that where the reader 
comes in, for the reactions man the balance be- 
tween death and life the raw material literature. 


One meets the inhabitants the little world narrowed 
the four walls the sickroom: the doctor, under- 
standing and intelligent friend; the psychoanalyst, who 
had been previous help the author; the nurse, Miss 
Devlin, who with brogue and wit adds the human touch 
her scientific administrations; and, above all, Eva, the 
author’s wife, providing the wisdom and strength her 
love. The characters act and speak against the backdrop 
the author’s wide research the field cardiac 
medicine. 


Perhaps because the author seems particular 
faith, one may sense very faint feeling the emptiness 
and finality death. this somewhat reminiscent 
John Gunther’s Death Not Proud, the story young 
Johnny Gunther’s year-long struggle against the inroads 
tumor the brain. 


Harrison Wilson Sprigle 
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This honestly written book and makes good Man”: 


reading. You may enjoy it. But neither states 
attempts answer the problem implied its title. 
Department Romance Languages, equal” 
Fordham University, tio 
New York Cit 
hospitals 
hen 
Wilson, Earl. Let Eat Cheesecake. Doubleday, 


June 1949. 302p. $3.00. signs 


Mr. Wilson, who something pathos, 
York and therefore something raconteur, doing 
profitable for the reader Annual Inventory for 
volume, defend his paste-pot-and-scissors efforts the 
ing four purposes which, says archly, his book state 
That gives his reviewers handy scorecard which 
check product against purpose. First long stretch, itis blo 
the purpose making himself, the snipitor, lot 
money. The other three, are order: (2) make 
little money for the publisher; (3) make some well have 
laugh; (4) “to pin American laughter down flat rebut 
spine and ask just what the heck is, anyway”. paganda, 


Well, here’s our forcast: Purpose sure thing: know 
publisher makes any money this book, will 
little. Purpose (notice how far back is!) Some 
people will laugh anything, even isn’t 
predict that purpose can fulfilled. But one 
why doubt that Purpose One will more than ten 
pinning American Laughter down its spine and trying 
make talk back him. Lay-off him, Earl; you’re 
too hard. 


Directions: For healthy people, able get and his 
taken all, taken small sips, widely spaced| The Negr 
For the invalid and hospitalized: can taken 
time, and sufficient amounts induce sleep. work 
room book, perfectly safe: will certainly burst the Unite 

has multi 


surgical stitching. 


sociology. 
Simon has been 
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Sprigle, Ray. the Land Jim Crow. 
Schuster. May 1949. 216p. $2.50. 


Florida tan and practically shaven head, heavy 
glasses and droopy cap; these turned Ray Sprigle, his proble 
reporter and Pulitzer prize winner the Pittsburgh 
Gazette, into James Crawford, light-skinned the 
from Pittsburgh visit south. the approval the 
his editors, who had witnessed his success through 
devices while investigating the “Black Market” urban, 
and Pennsylvania mental institutions, aided 
White the N.A.A.C.P. and monitored Negro who church, 
“knew the ropes”, Ray Sprigle for four are 
Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama and Tennessee. The American 
eye and the emotion stirring pen feature article write the topic 
have caught the spirit being Negro the Land 
Jim Crow. Negro lea 
Originally published newspaper articles, but with has been 
them now lengthened, the thirty short chapters present deals 
rogues’ gallery episodes which make the and 


hypocrisy. Injustices share-crop system where all, Poverty, 
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I 
age Pe 
i | 
ae 
es 
Se 
| 


june 15, 1949 


the passing “Judge Lynch” for more legal forms 
murder; the mockery registered Negro voters whose 
numbers supply unused but 
uired names for the hanging-jury lists; “separate but 
educational facilities, emphatically true the first 
and criminally false the second part; white 
callous black deaths; white financial profits 
Jim-Crowism—all these are full-viewed and profiled, 
then entered into the record. The faith the Negro 
the eventual triumph democracy, the few but encourag- 
signs improvement, the humor the midst 
pathos, supply the notes optimism which keep the book 
doing from defeatism. 
Sprigle has drawn true picture conditions—under 
for own limitations. deliberately sought the evil and 
barbarous aspects the white South’s treatment 
book statement and “Discrimination against the Negro 
which North annoyance and injustice. the South 
stretch, bloodstained tragedy” (p. 7), cuts the props from 
lot those his Southern brethren the press who 
make seek refute him. appendix could 
have used the Hodding Carter articles sample 
flat rebuttals which joust furiously but beat the 
but not untrue, worth reading you want 
ng: know what goes your United States. 
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Franklin. The Negro the United States. 
trying May 10, 1949. 767p. $8.00. 


Franklin Frazier, professor sociology Howard Uni- 
versity, from his years experience and research, aided 
his major works The Negro Family Chicago and 
The Negro Family the United States, his diversified and 
periodical articles and book reviews, now presents 
the United States. The literature the American Negro 
has multiplied rapidly the last decade, ranging through 
propaganda pieces, novels, political science, history and 
reservation, the best one volume text 
mon has been made Professor Frazier. 
outline this synthesis except for the broadest sweep 
impossible any review short article length. Treating 
his problem five major sections, Frazier emphasizes the 
irgh development Parts and II, the first bringing 
Negn the Negro the Civil War, the second from thence 
off the dawn the First World War. Part III constitutes 
Sociological analysis the Negro community, rural and 
and its institutions; population growth and dis- 
tribution, social and economic stratification, family, 
are skillfully broken down and placed the general 
American framework. Intellectual life and leadership, 
cle the topic the fourth part, covering education, the Negro 
Land and literature, especially social movements and 
Negro leaders, provide social history the Negro that 
has been equaled only John Hope Franklin. The fifth 
part deals with the problems adjustment for the Negro 
and psychological and statistical survey health, 
Poverty, crime, family disorganization, mental deficiency, 
each being fitted into the pattern and problem race 
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The conclusion shows the purpose for which has been 
pyramiding facts, the final integration the Negro into 
the American life and supplies the underlying thesis 
Frazier’s work, thesis which, drawn its final logical 
conclusion, will not readily accepted South that 
still holds abhorent America—for which, 
paradoxically, mainly responsible. The Negro has 
moved from the “problem” stage, with the end 
zation projects, minority status. The next step 
integration, possible now some sections for secondary 
group contacts, impossible primary group contacts ex- 
cept the most rarified atmosphere the urban Negro 
intelligentia. When integration has been achieved then 
finally will the “American Creed Democracy” have 
been realized. 

Frazier, very polite form, has continued his long stand- 
ing feud with Herskovits. misses opportunity 
point out that the African cultural influence played 
part the formation Negro life America. The eco- 
logical development Negro communities, notable his 
former books, still present his latest. Another char- 
acteristic the stressing cultural heritage (family). 
attributes geometrically progressive influence for 
the development the individual, although never be- 
coming The “insight” approach the 
Negro used, but very moderate way—fortunately 
making atonement for his Negro Youth the Crossroads 
volume. The use the term “moral” must closely 
watched, however, since means for him acting con- 
formity with generally accepted mores, rather than 
agreement with God-directed conscience. Generally 
sympathetic older Protestant groups and Catholicism, 
does seem imply “Johnny-come-lately” tag 
Catholic efforts for the Negro. overlooks the estab- 
lishment the Oblate Sisters Providence 1829; the 
work the other colored Sisterhoods; the efforts Bishop 
John England the 1820’s and 
priests before the Civil War; the work the Josephite 
Fathers since 1871, and the presence Negro priests 
America. Frazier has well documented and indexed 
synthesis, not facts alone, but sociological methods, 
held control objectivity and with overt propa- 
gandizing. the Negro shelf your library, Frazier’s 
The Negro the United States should the textbook 
the sociology the Negro, Franklin’s From Slavery 
Freedom for history, The More Perfect Union 
for social and Gillard’s Colored Catholics 
the United Stctes for point view. 


Peter Hogan, 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, 
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Vollmoeller, Karl. The Last Miracle. Duell, Sloane 
and Pearce. May 18, 1949. 706p. $4.00. 


you remember “The Miracle”, the pantomime play 
for the New York production which Morris Gest trans- 
formed the long-since-demolished Century Theatre into 
Gothic cathedral that became Gothic Forest-glade 
and changed back into cathedral play 
which the ill-starred Rosamund Pinchot and, memory 
serves, Diana Manners won acclaim the central role 
play which not word was spoken? Mr. 
was the author that play. The Last Miracle was com- 
pleted just six months before died recently the age 


: 


seventy years. was his first novel, and his last; 
though has long list published plays, ballets, poems 
his credit, and has written many film stories. you 
remember “The then you will know what The 
Last Miracle all about; for extended and elabor- 
ated reworking the theme the play. 


That theme, the central story idea, has been the knap- 
sacks tale-tellers for more centuries than history counts. 
Originally pagan, was Christianized; that what began 
take the place temple priestess who had run off 
romantic adventure, became statue “The Madonna”, 
the Blessed Virgin, leaving her pedestal play the part 
nun who had absented herself from the cloister for 
what she foolishly believed would felicity. The nun 
priestess was, course, not missed; but during the 
time, the statue strangely disappeared and one knew 
what had happened. So, when the errant girl returns, 
the statue mysteriously reappears and everyone happy 
again. 

story, course, and sheer rococo nonsense that 
nevertheless endears itself the imagination the multi- 
tudes because its promise forgiveness and under- 
standing forbearance human weakness the part 
God toward repentant sinners. But dangerous 
romanticism too because it, more less, makes very little 
case for real repentance and has uneasy air making 
the Blessed Virgin accessory headstrong philandering 
and egotistic vanity. 

However, the late Mr. Vollmoeller has wrapped this 
paste-gem tale layer after layer invention and 
historical scenery. sets the clock his tale for the 
period immediately following the first French Revolu- 
tion 1793, when the revolution was fighting off invading 
neighbors and settling down for the blood-letting the 
Terror. makes his wandering nun most prodigiously 
lovely and talented girl, deeply spiritual, (with what looks 
like Ziegfeld mysticism), and does not let her more 
than novice, who has been. brought the convent 
but has taken the habit only month before she 
elopes Easter night with handsome officer who 
has been recuperating from battle wounds the convent 
hostel-hospital. The girl, Marie Madeleine Me- 
gildis, develops phenomenally beautiful soprano voice, 
and self-made music-master, Marcel, who has attached 
himself valet the officer-hero, whose name Adrian 
Liechtenstein, convinces both that she must give her voice 
the people through opera. 

The pair Paris, the midst the political uproar, 
and are separated, Adrian becomes monk 
and then even Cardinal. accepts renunciation. But 
Megildis and Marcel all over the map, London, Venice, 
Naples, Mexico City, few stops. Marcel, 
course, evil sort genius. However, Megildis finally 
returns the convent and since she has been supposed 
observing vow silence, the benign Virgin who 
has been taking her place among the nuns, has not be- 
trayed word voice that she has been playing role 
protect the erring girl. 


little bit more incredible than the story the frame- 
work which the author chooses set it: begins and 
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ends the tale Megildis’ adventures with discussion 
process canonize the “silent holy nun, Marie 
leine Megildis”, which Adrian one the court 
cardinals. For this reason and for some episodes that 
either theologically twisted bit too rococo, this 
viewer would recommend the book being only 
adults, and only for those who want good thick 
take with them case stretch rainy 
during their vacation. will serve soporific, too, 


the insomniac. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 
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